New Zealand’s leading garden company celebrates 125  years

Yates, one of the best-recognised names in New Zealand gardening, is celebrating its 125"
birthday in June 2008.

Arthur Yates (pictured), the founder of this iconic horticultural
company, had worked in his family’s seed warehouse in Manchester
before migrating to New Zealand in 1879. At the time his family felt
that, because of Arthur’'s weak chest, the eighteen-year-old would
benefit from living in a healthier climate. So in September 1879 Arthur
set sail for Auckland, arriving just a couple of days before Christmas.
He then spent more than two years getting his health back into order
while working on farms in the Otago and Hawke’s Bay districts.

On June 1 1883 — 125 years ago — Arthur opened a tiny seed shop in
Victoria Street West in Auckland. From the beginning the business grew strongly, but it
expanded even more rapidly after Arthur began travelling through the Waikato farmlands
seeking orders from pioneer farmers.

In 1887 Arthur persuaded his brother Ernest to migrate from
England and join him as a partner. In the same year Arthur
opened a shop in Sydney and, from then on, the two brothers ran
the trans-Tasman business as one. However, they agreed on an
amicable split in 1906. Ernest continued to manage the New
Zealand side of the company while Arthur stayed in Sydney
where he found the climate suited him better.

Yates Auckland shop c. 1910

By the time Arthur wrote the first Yates Garden Guide in 1895, Yates was well on its way to
becoming a household name. The Guide was warmly received and has maintained its
popularity ever since. Last year, following the publication of the latest (77") edition, Yates
Garden Guide was recognised as one of 50 Great New Zealand Books.
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Today Yates, after 125 years, is still the foremost name in New Zealand gardening.

Arthur would no doubt be astonished to find that his little business, with its humble beginnings,
continues to flourish in 2008 as it celebrates this important anniversary.

More information or pictures?
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